
 

 

 

 

 

 

Some cities have curfews for teens. A curfew is when you 

have to be home at a certain (specific) time. These cities 

make laws that require teens to be in their houses 

between specific hours, typically at night. There are 

reasons cities give teens curfews. The following readings 

will give you more information. Do you think curfews are 

a good idea? Should teens have a curfew or should they 

not? As you read the following material think about 

these questions. Take note of information you feel is 

important to support your thinking. No one can argue 

with facts. Or can they?  

 



 

Key Vocabulary:  Should Communities Set Teen Curfews ? 

Word Definition Picture Sentence 
accountable 
 

responsible  Who is 
accountable for 
the grades you 
get in school? 

authority Power over 
others 

 

The police have 
the ability to 
arrest people 
who break the 
law. 

impose To establish, to 
apply 

 

When parents 
impose rules, they 
are setting rules 
that their children 
must follow. 

neglect A lack of care 
and attention 

 

If you don’t take 
care of plants 
they can die 
from neglect. 

restriction Something that 
limits activity 

 A leash is a 
restriction on a 
dog’s freedom. 



 

Vocabulary Activity 

Read the vocabulary words from the chart. Read the definition. Look at the 

picture. Read the sentence that goes with each word. On the lines below, write 

the definition, write your own sentence and draw a picture. I will do the first one 

for you. 

 

 

 

 
 Word 
 
Accountable 
 

 
 Sentence 
 
I am accountable at my house. 
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authority 
 

 
 Sentence 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  Picture 
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impose 
 

 
 Sentence 
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neglect 
 
 

 
Sentence 
 

 

  Picture 
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restriction 
 
 

 
Sentence 
 

 

Picture 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  



 



  



 



 

  



 

 

 

Now that you have finished reading Should Communities Set Teen Curfews? By 

Barbara Bey, look at the following pieces of evidence that were taken directly 

from the story. After reading, decide which claim the evidence supports. If the 

evidence supports the claim that Communities should set teen curfews, put the 

information on that side of the chart. If the evidence supports the claim that 

Communities should not set teen curfews, put the information on that side of the 

chart. If you find additional evidence that you would like to use that is not listed 

below, please include that as well.  



Should Communities Set Teen Curfews? By Barbara Bey 

Textual Evidence 

 

 More teens were working, and many people felt that curfews were 

not practical. 

 Violence increased in many neighborhoods and many people blamed 

teens. 

 Too many of today’s parent’s just don’t want to be responsible for 

their children. 

 The downtown area is safer for kids. Kids aren’t being harassed 

 The curfew hasn’t caused much trouble at all.  

 The police are doing a very good job. They’ve been taught to deal 

with situations and problems without being confrontational.  

 

 Add any additional pieces of evidence you would like to include. 

 

Communities should set teen curfews 
YES 

 

Communities should not set teen curfews 
NO 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 



 

Key Vocabulary:  Curfews: A National Debate 

Word Definition Picture Sentence 
discrimination 

 
treating 
people 
unfairly. 

 

He faced 
discrimination 
at his job. 

prohibit To keep 
people from 
doing 
something, 
prevent 

 

My parents 
prohibit me 
from going 
out until I 
finish my 
homework. 

violate to go against 

 

You can receive 
a fine or go to 
jail if you violate 
the law. 

  



 

Vocabulary Activity 

Read the vocabulary words from the chart. Read the definition. Look at the 

picture. Read the sentence that goes with each word. On the lines below, write 

the definition, write your own sentence and draw a picture.  
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discrimination 
 

 
 Sentence 
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Now that you have finished reading Curfews: A National Debate, look at the 

following pieces of evidence that were taken directly from the story. After 

reading, decide which claim the evidence supports. If the evidence supports the 

claim that Communities should set teen curfews, put the information on that side 

of the chart. If the evidence supports the claim that Communities should not set 

teen curfews, put the information on that side of the chart. If you find additional 

evidence that you would like to use that is not listed below, please include that as 

well.  



Curfews: A National Debate 

Textual Evidence 

 Curfews are one of many misguided anti-crime strategies. 

 The most active period for juvenile crimes is from noon to 6:00pm on 

school days.  

 Curfews criminalize normal and otherwise lawful behavior.  

 There is also no evidence that curfews work.  

 In Detroit and New Orleans, youth crime increased after curfews 

were introduced. 

 Studies have consistently found that curfew laws are 

disproportionately enforced in minority communities.  

 

 Add any additional pieces of evidence that you would like to include.  

 

 

Communities should set teen curfews 
YES 

 

Communities should not set teen curfews 
NO 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 



  



 

 



  



 



  



 


